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Parents stay
connected with CTE
At Cooper High School, the Career & Technical
Education Department welcomes you and your child to
another great year! It is our goal to keep you up-to-date
about the exciting happenings in our department. As you
may already know, our department includes agriculture,
business, family consumer science, marketing, and
technology classes. Our students stay engaged daily as
they work in a project-based learning environment. In
this newsletter, we are introducing our CTE teachers
and familiarizing you with the clubs that are offered. The
CTE newsletter will be published each quarter and
linked on the CTE Department webpage and distributed
via the Parent Weekly Newsletter. We urge our parents
to stay connected and look forward collaborating with
you to build better futures for our students.

What is CTE? Why
is it important?
The focus of CTE classes is preparing students for the
workplace and college. Our classes involve hands-on
projects that are student-centered which motivates
students to critically think and solve real-world problems.
Some examples of our classes include: Accounting,
JAVA, Sports & Event Marketing, Digital Literacy, Web
Design, Multimedia Publishing, Microsoft Office Specialist,
AP Computer Science, Parenting, Relationships, Fashion
& Interior Design, Foods & Nutrition, Animal Science,
Horticulture, Floral Design, and Landscaping.
Skills
learned can lead to employment in high-skill, high-wage,
high-demand occupations or professions. The average
high school graduation rate for students concentrating in
CTE programs is 90.18 percent, compared to an average
national freshman graduation rate of 74.9 percent.

Win a 2015 Ram Truck
Each year, Chrysler sponsors a scholarship program for the KY FFA
Foundation which they call, “The Ram Truck Program.” Local chapters sell
bumper stickers and prints featuring the "So God Made a Farmer" poem by
Paul Harvey for a $5 donation which benefits the scholarship fund. Last year,
the program raised $80,000 to support FFA chapters statewide. Each bumper
sticker/print purchased enters you for a chance to win a 2015 Ram 1500
pickup truck! Cooper FFA is participating in the program this year. If you
would like to get your ticket, please contact an FFA member or Mr. White.

Introducing FACS teacher, Mrs. Steffen
th

My name is Sarah Steffen and I am in my 8 year of teaching. I truly enjoy
teaching students the basic necessities of life. I believe that every student needs
to learn how to cook, basic budgeting, and parenting skills. While at home I get to
apply all of these skills with my family.
This year, I am so excited to finally get to teach Foods & Nutrition. We have a
brand new foods lab that was part of the new addition to the school. Students
started cooking this week and they are loving it! I love hearing from students,
“I’ve never cooked before and I had so much fun today! Thank you for letting us
do this!” I feel so blessed to be a Family & Consumer Science teacher.
I am also teaching Child Development and Money Skills. In Money Skills we are
using the Dave Ramsey high school curriculum. If you don’t know much about
Dave, you should check out his website, daveramsey.com, he is a financial guru.
My husband and I are applying many of his financial principles to our lives.

Mrs. Steffen
Family & Consumer Science
Website: http://mrssteffen.yolasite.com
Club Sponsor: FCCLA

If your student is looking to get more involved, they should check out FCCLA!
Family, Career, & Community Leaders of America is a student organization that
helps students make a difference in their families, careers, and communities. We
rd
meet the 3 Thursday of each month after school in room 508. Our next big event
th
is attending the National Cluster Meeting in New Brunswick, NJ, November 5-9 .

Mrs. Steffen

Family & Consumer Science
Website: http://mrssteffen.yolasite.com/

Introducing FACS teacher, Mrs. Curtis
My name is Diana Curtis and I am the “new” Family and Consumer Science
teacher at Cooper High School. The reason I put the quotation marks around
new is because I come to Cooper with 27 years of teaching experience and 6
years of retirement. I am here because I got a call from a counselor at Cooper
asking me to come and teach Family and Consumer Science classes this year.
This was two weeks before school started so it has been one crazy whirlwind.
I am teaching two Life Skills classes, two Foods and Nutrition classes and a
Fashion and Interior Design class (my favorite subjects to teach.)
I have taught at Holmes High School, Bellevue High School and Conner High
School. It is exciting to teach in a school as new as Cooper and the brand new
Foods lab is fantastic. I wish that my kitchen at home was this nice!!
I am looking forward to a fun and fulfilling year at Cooper High School.

Mrs. Curtis
Family & Consumer Science
Co-Club Sponsor: FCCLA

Introducing Technology & Business
Teacher, Ms. Abdon
Welcome to Information Technology at Cooper High School. My name is Andrea
Abdon, and I’m in my 15th year of teaching. It is always a wonderful experience
combining teaching with the business world. This allows me to cultivate real
world experiences every day in my classroom. I am a graduate of Northern
Kentucky University. In my spare time, I entertain two lively children: Cole who is
7 and Madilyn who is 5. We live on a small farm where we have a dog named
Sophie.
In my Digital Literacy class, we have begun the year by getting to know each
other, creating documents using Microsoft word such as newsletters and floor
plans. In my MOS class, we have started Word where we are learning how to
create mail merges, newsletters, and resumes. In a few weeks, we will take our
first certification test in Microsoft. In my Business Management, class we have
learned how to work together as a team, how to plan and manage employees,
resources and schedules. In my Accounting class, we have learned the basics of
debits and credits, explored different Accounting careers, created a cover letter
and resume..

Ms. Abdon
Technology/Business
Website: http://abdon.yolasite.com/
Club Sponsor: FBLA

I am the advisor for FBLA, we have started off the year with success with a total
membership of 36. Our first community service project was with Matthews 25
Ministries. President Brooke Harkrader, secretary Kandis Arlinghsue, reporter
Amanda Hamilton and members Ricky McAlister and Kain Quinn served in the
recycled paint department. Later this month, our officers will be spending the
day at NKU for the Fall Leadership Conference. Officers will attend training about
their positions, learn how to network, recruit members and prepare for regional
competition events.

Introducing Technology & Business
Teacher, Mr. Sullivan
My goal in my classroom is to connect content covered in the classroom to the
real world. I believe my classroom provides high school students with the ability
to transition to either the workforce or post-secondary education.
The 2014 school year has gotten off to a rapid start. Twenty-four senior
students are part of the Internship Program who are getting the chance to gain
real world experience through various positions. The Intern students are
working in various fields such as education, dental, engineering, law
enforcement, computer programming, and nutrition, along with others. The 24
students selected are gaining real world experience as they leave school for
part of the day to work in a field of their choice in their career path interest. Mr.
Sullivan has already been out observing the students and has really noticed the
high level of performance in this great group of seniors.
In a competitive business workforce, it is imperative to gain experience and the
know-how at an early stage in a young person’s life. Not only the technical or
physical skills but the understanding of the communication skills it takes to be
successful in a competitive world. Thanks to an amazing group of local
community businesses, Cooper High School students are gaining the
knowledge and edge that will help them as they move on to the next chapter of
their lives.

Mr. Sullivan
Business/Internship Coordinator
Website: http://sullivanswebsite.yolasite.com/

Introducing Technology Teacher,
Mrs. Franks
I say it every year, but it’s true: I feel so fortunate to teach young adults
something I love – technology! In this fast-paced world, it amazes me how
quickly technology tools evolve and how easily students adapt to its changes.
Whether it’s Microsoft Office programs, Adobe Dreamweaver, Illustrator, Flash,
or Final Cut Pro, I enjoy seeing how students explore and discover new skills.
I can already see that this year’s students have great potential, and I know that
we will have a great year together. In Web Design class, students are diving into
HTML – learning how HTML works and how intricate the design planning
process really is. In Digital Literacy and Computer Literacy classes, students
learned about the fundamentals of computers and are now familiarizing
themselves with MS Office 2013 and MS Word. The Media class is in full swing,
producing the COOPER NOW show that airs every month. This year, we are
participating in several competitive events to showcase student projects.
Currently, we are in the middle of producing a video for the WCPO sponsored
contest “In Your Eyes.” Be on the lookout in mid-October for this video
announcement. We need your voting support! In Multimedia Publishing Class,
students are learning new graphic design skills as we explore Adobe Illustrator
CS5 and prepare for the Adobe ACA exam.

Mrs. Franks
Technology
Website: http://mrsfrankswebsite.yolasite.com/
Club Sponsor: STLP

It’s going to be a busy and very eventful year! I look forward to helping students
learn new technology skills and discovering new talents.

Introducing Technology Teacher,
Mrs. Maher
I am very excited to bring coding to Cooper High School this year! I am always
impressed with the initiative of our students and their drive to learn an essential
st
21 century skill. As technology takes over multiple facets of our lives, it is more
important than ever for kids to learn how and why the computer works as it
does. It is my goal to make computer programming accessible to all levels of
students.
I am a graduate of Georgetown College with a Bachelor’s of Arts in
Mathematics. I coded in High School and College as a hobby. I earned my
master’s degree from University of Cincinnati in Secondary Mathematics
Education. While I have been teaching in the classroom for seven years, this is
my first year teaching Computer Science.
We offer two Computer Science courses: JAVA Programming 1 and AP
Computer Science. The courses are offered as a sequence. Students in JAVA
begin establishing the basics of coding, working with loops and conditionals and
establishing proper problem solving techniques. In AP, we advance further into
the JAVA programming language, specifically with object-oriented programming
and inheritance. The AP course culminates with an AP exam, allowing the
students to potentially earn a Technology credit in college.

Mrs. Maher
Technology
Website:www.mrsmahersclassroom.yolasite.com

Introducing Ag Teacher,
Mr. White
Welcome to agricultural education at Cooper. Agriculture is the
most important industry in the United States. Agriculture not
only provides us with food and clothing, but also gives us
countless hours of entertainment! When you watch a horse
race, go to a zoo, walk through a park, or just enjoying the
natural environment in your backyard, you are involved in
agriculture! Agriculture encompasses everything in the food,
fiber, and natural resource industry and has a major impact on
the lives of everyone.
The agriculture courses at RCHS are based around two major
segments of agriculture, animal sciences and horticulture.
Courses in animal science this year include both small and
large animal. Small animal classes focus on companion
animals (dogs, cats, reptiles, rabbits, etc.), while large animal
will focus primarily on all livestock (cattle, hogs, poultry, etc.).
While focusing on different animals, each class will look at
basic nutrition, care, maintenance, housing, anatomy, and
breed identification for each class of animals. The horticulture
classes this year are greenhouse technology, landscaping,
and floral design. Greenhouse focuses on raising plants in a
controlled environment. The landscaping class focuses on
designing and installing landscapes. You may have seen the
plantings at the entrance to the school and in front of the sign
on Longbranch Road. Our landscaping class has already been
busy rejuvenating some of those plantings with pruning,
edging, and fresh mulch. The floral design class beings next
semester and focuses on designing and arranging flowers.
Students will learn and complete a variety of floral
arrangements as well as develop entire arrangement themes
(i.e. weddings, funerals, parties, etc.). Students learn through a
variety of practical, hands-on experiences in all agriculture
classes!
As a member of an agriculture class, students are eligible to
join the FFA which is the largest student organization in the
United States. The purpose of the FFA is to build students
potential for premier leadership, personal growth, and career
success. Cooper FFA is actively involved in a variety of
activities at the local, regional, state, and national level. These
activities vary from community service, to leadership retreats
and conferences, to competitions and career development
events, and even the National FFA Convention. Members have
already been busy participating in camps and leadership
building activities over the summer. Activities are planned
throughout the year. The FFA calendar can be found on the
Cooper Ag Ed website. All students in agriculture classes are
encouraged to be involved in FFA to reap the benefits that
FFA provides. Moreover, the National FFA offers over $1
million in scholarships every year that are only available to
involved FFA members! Dues are only $25 and can be paid
now through the middle of October.
For more information about agriculture courses or the FFA,
please
visit
the
Cooper
Ag
Ed
website
at
http://www.cooperaged.yolasite.com.

Mr. White
Agriculture
Website: http://www.cooperaged.yolasite.com

Club Sponsor: FFA

FFA
As a member of an agriculture class, students are
eligible to join the FFA which is the largest student
organization in the United States. The purpose of the
FFA is to build students potential for premier
leadership, personal growth, and career success.
Cooper FFA is actively involved in a variety of
activities at the local, regional, state, and national
level. These activities vary from community service,
to leadership retreats and conferences, to
competitions and career development events, and
even the National FFA Convention. All students in
agriculture classes are encouraged to be involved in
FFA to reap the benefits that FFA provides.
Moreover, the National FFA offers over $1 million in
scholarships every year that are only available to
involved FFA members!

Our students get involved
in their learning

CTE CLUBS
FBLA (Future Business Leaders of America) : Any student enrolls in a business or information technology class has the
opportunity to join FBLA. This is a co-curricular organization that provides student opportunities to develop leadership skills.
Our chapter participates in several community service activities and competitions.

FCCLA (Family, Career, and Community Leaders) : Students in this club learn valuable leadership skills that will help them
be successful in their families as well as their future careers. To join FCCLA, you must be in an FCS class and have a desire
to be a leader.

FFA: As a student in the agriculture program at RCHS, students have the option of joining the National FFA Organization,
the largest student organization in the country. In FFA, students learn valuable leadership and communication skills, those
intangible traits that all employers and colleges seek in their applicants. We develop these skills through local service
activities, spring competitions, various leadership conferences held across the state throughout the year, summer leadership
camp, and the National FFA Convention.

STLP (Student Technology Leadership Program): STLP is a project-based learning program that empowers students in all
grade levels to use technology in and out of the classroom. Members of the STLP program consist of students taking
Promotional Apps in Media, Web Design, and Multimedia Publishing classes.
Sources:
U.S. Department of Education, Office of Vocational and Adult
Education, Consolidated Annual Report for the Carl D. Perkins Career
and Technical Education Act of 2006 Program Year 2007–2008,
unpublished data [National Association of Directors of Career
Technical Education Consortium analysis]; U.S. Department of
Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Public School
Graduates and Dropouts From the Common Core of Data: School
Year 2007–2008, 2010.

Harvard Graduate School of Education, Pathways to Prosperity:
Meeting the Challenge of Preparing Young Americans for the 21st

-Prepares students to be college- and career-ready by providing core academic skills, employability skills
and technical, job-specific skills
-Features high school and postsecondary partnerships, enabling clear pathways to certifications & degrees
-Integrates with academics in a rigorous and relevant curriculum
-Fulfills employer needs in high-skill, high-wage, high-demand areas

